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GO&DO | HOLIDAYPLANNER

ALLENCHRISTMASTREELIGHTINGJoin
thecityofAllen for thegrand lightingof
its 35-foot-tall Christmas tree featuring
more than20,000 lights. Expect live
entertainment andavisit fromSanta and
his elves.Dec. 4 from6:30 to8:30p.m. at
AllenCivicPlaza, 305CenturyParkway.
Free. cityofallen.org.

DICKENS INHISTORICDOWNTOWN
PLANOEnjoy live entertainment, a
tree-lightingceremony, horse-drawn
carriage rides, caroling, storytelling, free
ice skating, food, visitswithSantaClaus
andchances to checkout the Interurban
RailwayMuseum.Dec. 4 from6 to10p.m. in
downtownPlanoandatHaggardPark
(tree lightingat 7), 901E. 15thSt. Free.
plano.gov.

IRVINGARTSCENTERHOLIDAYOPEN
HOUSEANDPERFORMANCE “Holiday
MovieMagic” is the theme for this year’s
event,which featuresphotoopswith
Santa, treesdecoratedwith art by Irving
ISDelementary students, dancers,
jugglers, holiday-themedart projects and
refreshments. Theeveningendswith a free
performanceof LightWireTheater’sVery
ElectricChristmas (ticketswill be available
at theopenhouse,while supplies last).
Dec. 4 from5:30 to8:30p.m. at
3333N.MacArthurBlvd., Irving.
Free. irvingartscenter.com.

CELEBRATETHEHOLIDAYSATKLYDE
WARRENPARKANDRELIANTLIGHTS
YOURHOLIDAYSThedowntownDallas
park and thenearbyAT&TPerformingArts
Center have teamedup for anall-day
celebrationonDec. 5. Theparkportionof
theproceedings,which runs fromnoon to
6p.m.,will include freephotoswithSanta
andMrs. Claus, live reindeer, activities and
demos fromarts andcultural
organizations, crafts for kids anda tree
lighting.After the lighting, it’s just a
five-minutewalk fromthepark, 2012
Woodall RodgersFreeway, to thecenter,
2403FloraSt. Between5:30and8:30p.m.,
you'll findperformancesby thePolyphonic
Spree, BubbaHernandezy losSuperVatos,
and castmembers of the national tour of
JerseyBoys; freephotoswithSanta; anda
fireworks show.Free. klydewarrenpark.org
andattpac.org/reliantlights.

CHRISTMAS INTHESTOCKYARDS It seems
fitting that Santawill be a cowboyat this
celebration featuringaFortWorthHerd
cattledrive, interactiveCowCamp
activities for kids, pony rides, armadillo
races, aChristmasparadeandmore.
Takeyour camera for Santaphotos.Dec. 5
fromnoon to5p.m. at theFortWorth
Stockyards, 130E. ExchangeAve.,
FortWorth. Free. stockyardsstation.com.

HOLIDAYEXTRAVAGANZAThis two-part
event ismadeupof a communityparade
through Irving’sHeritageDistrict followed
bya tree-lightingceremonyoutside Irving
CityHall. Thekickoff is at 4p.m.,whena

paradewith a “12DaysofChristmas” theme
windsalongSecondStreet and Irving
Boulevard, featuring floats, bandsand
communityorganizations.After the
parade, head toCityHall for the tree
lighting, fireworks, carols, a holiday stage
showanda special appearancebySanta
Claus.Dec. 5 from4 to6:30p.m. at Irving
CityHall, 825W. IrvingBlvd. Free.
irvingevents.org.

MERRYMAINSTREETThis Friscoholiday
tradition includesmusic, crafts, photos
withSanta and theannual tree-lighting
ceremony.Dec. 5 from5 to9p.m. at
SimpsonPlazanearFriscoCityHall,
6101FriscoSquareBlvd., Frisco. Kids can

reservea time slot for the children’s holiday
store,whichoffersgifts for parents for $5
or less, at theMerryMainStreet event site
beginningat4:30p.m. friscofun.org.

NIGHTOFHOLIDAYMAGICNRH2Owater
park serves as abackdrop for aChristmas
tree lighting, fireworks, photoswithSanta,
performancesby school andcommunity
groups, amarshmallow roast,mini train
rides, children’s crafts, holiday shopping, a
puppet show, holidayphotoopsandmore.
Dec. 5 from4 to8p.m. at 9001Boulevard
26,NorthRichlandHills. Free. nrhtx.com.

LANTERNLIGHTAn icepond for skating is
anewadditionat this celebration. Pose

withFatherChristmas, takea tourof the
holidayexhibit, seehistorical demos,
hear choir performances andmoreduring
this old-timeycelebrationatHeritage
FarmsteadMuseum.Dec. 5 from3 to8p.m.
at1900W.15thSt., Plano. $10 for adults,
$5 for childrenand seniors (children2
andyounger are admitted free). Register
onlinebyDec. 5 for adiscount.
heritagefarmstead.org.

WYLIEARTSFESTIVALBrowseamong
thewaresofmore than100art andcraft
vendors, checkout apetting zooandpony
rides, beapart of theCommunityCanvas
paintingproject, see theFestival of Lights
ChristmasParadeandcatcha tree-lighting
ceremony.Dec. 5 inWylie,with vendors
andactivities from10a.m. to5p.m. at the
FirstBaptistChurchEventsCenter, 200N.
Ballard; theparade is at 7:30onBallard,
followedby the tree lightingatOldeCity
Park, 112 S. Ballard. Free.
wylietexas.gov/artsfestival.

CANDLELIGHT “PicturePerfect” is the
theme for the44thannual event,which lets
visitors singalongwith strolling carolers,
tell St.Nicholas their holidaywishes, ride in
a carriagepulledbydonkeysNipandTuck,
andmakeholidaycrafts. Local groupswill
performon three stages all evening.
Festive foodswill be available forpurchase.
Discount tickets, availableonline through
Dec. 12, cost $10 for adults, $8 for seniors
and$6 for children4-12.At thegate, tickets
are$12 for adults, $10 for seniors and$8 for
children4-12.Dec. 12 and13 from3 to9p.m.
atDallasHeritageVillageatOldCityPark,
1515S.HarwoodSt., Dallas.
dallasheritagevillage.org.

KWANZAAFESTTheannual festival returns
for twodays atFair Park, featuring live
entertainment, activities for children,
health screenings andholidaymarket
vendors.Dec. 12 from10a.m. to7p.m.,
Dec. 13 from11a.m. to6p.m.Admission is
free, but tickets are required (formore info
on tickets, check thewebsite closer to the
eventdate). Fair Park’sAutomobile
Building, 1300RobertB.CullumBlvd.,
Dallas. facebook.com/KwanzaaFest.

HOLIDAYSATTHEHEARDCheckout lights
andholidaydecorations alongahalf-mile
HeardNatural ScienceMuseumand
Wildlife Sanctuarynature trail, havea
photo takenwithFatherChristmasand
MotherNature, buyhotbeverages and
treats andhear liveholidaymusic in the
Heardoutdoor amphitheater.Dec. 12, 18 and
19 from6:30 to9p.m. at theHeardNatural
ScienceMuseum&Wildlife Sanctuary,
1NaturePlace,McKinney.At thegate,
tickets are$9 for adults and$6 for kids 3-12
(children2andunder are admitted free).
Guestswhopurchase their ticketsonline
before theeventwill save$2per ticket.
heardmuseum.org.

Compiledby
AnnPinson

File Photo/Ashley Landis

Owen (left) and Henry Frazer visited with Santa Claus at last year’s Candlelight
at Dallas Heritage Village. This year’s celebration will be Dec. 12 and 13.
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Boy Scout Micah Quarles of Dallas helped Kaylee Gardner of Fort Worth play a
spelling game during the 2014 KwanzaaFest at Fair Park.




