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created for various assets and
investments,” spokesman An-
thony Holm said. He declined
to elaborate.

InOctober, Paxton toldThe
Dallas Morning News that he
would allow a blind trust to as-
sume control of the companies
and properties he had accu-
mulated over the years. Under
such an arrangement, a trust-
ee typically handles invest-
ments without input from the
investor, to avoid potential
conflicts of interest.

Last year, The News report-
ed that Paxton had become a
part of 28 business ventures
since he joined the House in
2003. The businesses ranged
from a cellphone tower com-
pany to an outfit that puts
cameras in police cars.

His companies frequently
traded in real estate, and state
records show he’s in business
with some of the area’s most
powerful Republicans, includ-
ing Collin County District At-
torney Greg Willis, a longtime

Paxton friend.
In the Legislature, Paxton,

like other members of the
House and Senate, voted on
measures that could affect his

personal hold-
ings. State
ethics law re-
quires only
that lawmak-
ers avoid mea-
sures that spe-
cifically affect
their busi-
nesses. Many
vote on mea-

sures affecting their broad in-
dustries.

As attorney general, Pax-
ton could encounter situa-
tions where he would have a
conflict because of his busi-
nesses and partners.

“Given the scope of his in-
terests in business and poli-
tics, it’s a smart ethical and
political decision,” said Rice
University political scientist
Mark Jones. “That would es-
pecially be the case following
Paxton’s admission that he
broke securities law and was

sanctioned by the State Secu-
rities Board.”

Complications
Last May, Paxton con-

firmed that he illegally solicit-
ed clients for an investment
firm without a license to do
so. He was fined $1,000 by the
State Securities Board.

Nearly a year later, Willis
has asked the Texas Rangers
to investigate the attorney
general’s actions and make a
recommendation.

Jones said Paxton’s admis-
sion of breaking securities law
could prove problematic be-
cause he’s an elected official.
But he added that a district
attorney probably wouldn’t
bring charges against people
whose cases were similar to
Paxton’s.

Paxton has not said wheth-
er all of his assets were in the
trust, which suggests that the
process is not complete.

With much of his holdings
in real estate and other part-
nerships, changing to a blind

trust could be complicated. In
some cases approval is needed
from various business part-
ners, and there are often tax
implications.

Steven Boss, a business
and estate planning lawyer in
Dallas, said the scope of a
blind trust depends on the
person creating the trust. Po-
liticals usually pick a trustee
removed from their political
circle.

“It can be done fairly
quickly, depending on the de-
tails,” Boss said.

History of deals
When he was a state law-

maker, Paxton cut deals with
an array of Collin County de-
velopers and elected officials
in which he benefited.

In 2004, Paxton, Willis
and other associates bought
35 acres of undeveloped land
in McKinney for about
$700,000, his campaign
aides said. Eighteen months
later, their company, Eldora-
do-Collin, flipped just under

half of the property for just
over $1million, according to a
record of the transaction ob-
tained by The News.

The land, sold to a compa-
ny called Cornerstone, even-
tually became the site of the
Collin County Appraisal Dis-
trict.

Before Cornerstone bought
the property, officials from
Paxton’s company sought and
received a critical zoning
change from McKinney. That
paved the way for the apprais-
al district building and made
property in the area more
valuable by signaling new de-
velopment was on the way.

Paxton said he had no role
in efforts to rezone the land
and did not know in advance
that county officials were con-
sidering the property as a site
for the appraisal district head-
quarters. But records show of-
ficials from Paxton’s company
lobbied the McKinney Zoning
Commission and the City
Council to rezone the area.

Paxton’s friend, developer
Don Day, was vice chairman

of the zoning commission. He
presided over the commis-
sion’s debate and favorable
vote on the zoning change.

Days after the council ap-
proved the rezoning request,
Paxton’s company sold the
land to Cornerstone, which
then entered into a contract
with the appraisal district to
build a new headquarters and
sold the land to the appraisal
district and the city.

A company connected to
Paxton, Chicago Title Insur-
ance Co., provided the title in-
surance for the land sale to
Cornerstone and Corner-
stone’s sale of the property to
the Collin County Appraisal
District, records show.

Paxton stands to prosper
from past deals. For instance,
records show Paxton’s compa-
ny, El Dorado-Collin, still
owns property near the ap-
praisal district building, a golf
course and housing subdivi-
sion.

Follow Gromer Jeffers Jr. on
Twitter at @gromerjeffers.
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A recent push for stricter
smoking regulations inWylie
failed — even as officials not-
ed the city lagged others in
Collin County on the issue.

AMarch 24meeting came
down to a philosophical de-
bate about limiting govern-
ment intrusion, with several
city officials and residents ar-
guing against a measure that
would have banned smoking
at places where food is pre-
pared and served.

Council member Nathan
Scott proposed a discussion
on the city’s smoking ordi-
nance, calling it a public
health issue, but the proposi-
tion was defeated when sev-
eral city officials and resi-
dents questionedwhy stricter
regulationswere needed.

Opponents argued
against more government
regulations.

“Why legislate for the sake
of legislation?” resident
Diane Culver said. “Why en-
act an ordinance just for the
sake of expanding govern-
ment? [Smoking] is already
self-regulating here inWylie.”

Scott said he was disap-
pointed by the council’s deci-
sion not to take up the issue.

“Wylie is way behind [on
the issue] as far as the county

and evenCollin County is,” he
said.

Other cities in Collin
County have stricter regula-
tions.

Murphy prohibits smok-
ing at most establishments
where the general public
gathers, including schools,
city meeting rooms and res-
taurants.

Prosper has similar prohi-
bitions but makes exceptions
for bars, billiard halls, busi-
nesses that sell tobacco and
smoking products and some
outdoor seating areas. Desig-
nated smoking areas must be
enclosed and away from ar-
eas for the general public.

Smoking is allowed at out-
door businesses in McKin-
ney, unless food or beverages
are served.McKinney also al-
lows smoking on certain ar-
eas of public sidewalks and
parking lots, tobacco stores,
designated smoking rooms at
private clubs and designated
smoking rooms at hotels.

Scott has personal experi-
ence with smoking’s negative
effects: His father recently
died from a “brain aneurysm
caused by about 40 years of
smoking,” he told city officials
during the March 24 discus-
sion.

“He started early in his
20s, and he died at the age of
65 way too young, and it was
from smoking,” Scott said.

He said he wanted to pre-
vent others fromdealingwith
secondhand smoke, which
has also been shown to be
harmful, while spending an

hour dining out.
“Our community deserves

fresh air when they go out to
eat,” he said.

Restaurants differ from
other businesses because
they are involved in food
preparation and because
people don’t walk in and out
in a matter of minutes, he
said.

“When I drink a beer, I
don’t go around to every table
at the restaurant and spew it
in their face and make them
drink beer,” he said. “When
someone smokes a cigarette,
they are absolutely 100 per-
cent lettingme breathe that.”

City officials noted that
one Wylie restaurant allows
indoor smoking: Chili’s. Oth-
er restaurants in the city have
chosen to remain non-smok-
ing.

Mayor pro tem Keith Ste-
phens argued against a new
smoking ordinance, calling it
an “overreach” of the council’s
authority.

He also said residents
should be able to choose to

patronize establishments
that allow smoking if they
want. Those who object to
smoking could go to other es-
tablishments.

“What I’m concerned with
is that we would trample on
personal responsibility, per-
sonal choice and the freedom
that we all have grown to en-
joy in this country,” he said.
“If we trample on these
rights, which ones are next?”

JeremyMeier, who owns a
business downtown, said he
tended to think that smoking
should not be allowed where
food is prepared but that he
he also thinks private busi-
nesses have rights.

“Telling them what they
can and can’t do, to a certain
line, I feel strongly opposed
to,” Meier said. “I’m opposed
to smoking, but I don’t feel I
can tell youor thenext person
they can or can’t smoke.”

Council member Todd
Wintters sided with Scott,
saying smoking affects every-
one around the smoker. And
the city is rapidly growing, he
said.

“How many more of these
[restaurants that allow
smoking] are we going to
have?” he said. “We need to
set the standard.”

Wintters also argued that
cities like Plano and Frisco
have already taken steps to
implement stricter regula-
tions, and it has not negative-
ly impacted businesses there.

“You look at Frisco: It’s not
hurting their economy,”
Wintters said.

Council rejects stricter
anti-smoking rules
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Discussion centers on
increased government
regulation vs. health
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Rosa’s Cafe inWylie allows customers to smoke in the patio area. Wylie has fewer restrictions on smoking in public
places than many other cities in Collin County.

ATAGLANCE
Wylie regulations

Wylieprohibits smokingon
citygrounds, includingCity
Hall andcityparks. Smoking is
alsoprohibitedon school
property. But thecitydoes
allowsmokingatotherpublic
places, suchas restaurants
andbusinesses, as longas the
individual businesses choose
not toban it.

Services for Aaron Leetch
will be at 2p.m. Saturday atLa-
vonDriveBaptist Church.1520
LavonDrive inGarland.

Leetch, 37, was among sev-
en people killed in an April 7
plane crash near Bloomington,
Ill. An assistant athletic direc-
tor at Illinois State University,
Leetchwas killedwhile return-
ing home from the NCAA
men’s basketball champion-
ship game. There were no sur-
vivors.

Visitationwill be fromnoon
to 2 p.m. at the church, where
Leetch was a member and his

parentswere officials.
Leetch graduated in 1996

fromGarlandChristianAcade-
my on the La-
von Drive
campus. He
was an honor
student, quar-
terback and
pitcher at the
school.

Services in Normal, Ill., in-
cluded a visitation at Redbird
Arena on Friday and a Satur-
day funeral at Eastview Chris-
tianChurch.

RayLeszcynski

Garland services for
Aaron Leetch slated

Percy Sledge, the R&B sing-
er whose ballad of eternal love
and fidelity, “When a Man
Loves a Woman,” topped the
charts in 1966, died Tuesday in
BatonRouge, La.Hewas 74.

His death was confirmed by
Artists International Manage-
ment, which represented him.
Sledge had liver cancer, for
which he underwent surgery in
2014, said Mark Lyman, his
agent andmanager.

Sometimes called the King
of Slow Soul, Sledge was a sen-
timental crooner andoneof the
South’s first soul stars, having
risen to fame from jobs picking
cotton and working as a hospi-
tal orderly while performing
gigs at clubs andcolleges on the
weekends.

“I was singing every style of
music: the Beatles, Elvis Pres-
ley, JamesBrown,WilsonPick-
ett, Motown, Sam Cooke, the
Platters,” he once said.

Music criticDaveMarshhas
compared Sledge’s weighty,
smooth wail to “the South it-
self, in all its bountiful, contra-
dictorymystery.”

“When a Man Loves a
Woman” was Sledge’s first re-
cording for Atlantic Records,
done after a patient at the hos-
pital introduced him to record
producer Quin Ivy. It reached
No. 1 on the pop charts in 1966
and sold more than 1 million
copies, becoming the label’s
first gold record. Raw and love-
lorn, the songwas a response to
a woman who had left him,
Sledge said.

“I hummed it all my life,
even when I was picking and
chopping cotton in the fields,”
Sledge said of themelody.

An album of the same name
was released that year, and
three more studio albums for
Atlantic followed in the 1960s:
“Warm and Tender Soul,” “The
Percy Sledge Way” and “Take

Time toKnowHer.”
Although Sledge never

again reached theheights of his
first hit, “When a Man Loves a
Woman” hadmany lives. It was
the first No. 1 hit out of Ala-
bama’s Muscle Shoals music
scene, and it was used on the
soundtracks of movies such as
The Big Chill, The Crying
Game and Platoon. A Michael
Bolton version became a chart-

topper.
Atlantic

Records exec-
utive Jerry
Wexler later
called the song
“a transcen-
dent moment”

and “aholy love hymn.” Sledge’s
hit became a standard that sus-
tained his long touring career
in the U.S., Europe and South
Africa and led to his induction
into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in 2005. It ranks 53rd on
Rolling Stone’s list of the 500
greatest of all time.

Sledge gave songwriting
credits for “When aMan Loves
a Woman” to two of his early
bandmates, bassist Calvin
Lewis and organist Andrew
Wright. Thedecision likely cost
him a fortune in royalties.

“Worst decision I ever
made. But I am not at all bit-
ter,” he told Blues and Soul
magazine, noting that he was
only 25 at the time. “It was
God’s will for me to give it to
them. But if I had my time
again, I wouldn’t do it. Because
ofmy children.”

Percy Tyrone Sledge was
born Nov. 25, 1940, in Leigh-
ton, Ala., a poor farm town,
where he developed as a vocal-
ist by singing in the local gospel
choir.

Survivors include his wife
and12 children, Lyman said.

TheNewYork Times,

TheAssociatedPress

Sang ‘When a Man
Loves a Woman’
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