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FRISCO

AnnualEarthDaycleanup
event isSaturday

The annual Community Clean-Up
andEarthDayCelebrationwill be on
Saturday.

Volunteers can still sign up for the
event. Registration is from8 to 9 a.m.
at Ikea, 7171IkeaDrive. The cleanup
will be from9 to10:30 a.m.

AnEarthDay celebrationwill
follow from11a.m. to noon at Ikea,
with lunchprovided for cleanup
volunteers. ChunkYour Junkwill be
accepting items at Ikea from8a.m. to
noon.

Learnmore at friscotexas.gov.
ValerieWigglesworth

Policeseek$35,000grant
tomonitorsocialmedia

ThePoliceDepartment is seeking
a$35,000grant to purchase software
and related computer equipment to
monitor public socialmedia posts for
criminal activity and other intelli-
gence-gathering purposes.

The application’s submissionwas
approved by theCity Council onTues-
day, despite strong reservations from
several residentswho spoke out
against the idea. Their concerns
mostly revolved aroundprivacy issues
andpossible infringement of rights.

But Police Chief JohnBruce said
the information is already public. The
equipment simplymakes intelligence
gatheringmore efficient.

The grant is offered through the
NorthCentral TexasCouncil ofGov-
ernments and theHomelandSecurity
UrbanAreas Security Initiative.

ValerieWigglesworth

MCKINNEY

PerformingArtsCenter
displayswinningentries

TheMcKinneyPerformingArts
Center is displaying thewinners of its
annual juried art show throughSatur-
day at theGallery at theMcKinney
PerformingArts Center, 111N. Ten-
nessee St.

The showdrew150 entries fromall
over the state, with “LeBleuNuit” by

WinstonLeeMascarenhas taking
home the top prize for large-scale
artwork.

Otherwinners areElenaNosyreva
for composition;Dianne Smith for
narrative; J.B. Phipps and JoClay for
space;K.D.Hafley for observation;
andCherylWolfe for landscape. Ellie
Erhartwon the young artist award for
accomplishment in narrative.

Formore information, go to
mckinneyperformingartscenter.com.

CharlesScudder

PLANO

Twoarrestedinstring
ofaggravatedrobberies

Twomen fromColombia have
been arrested for their alleged roles in
several burglaries aswell as home-
invasion robberies targetingAsian
households.

PierAlexander Pelaez, 44, and
EdwinRiascosRomero, 32, are both
being held at theCollinCountyDe-
tentionCenter. Pelaez faces two
charges of aggravated robbery and
one count ofmarijuana possession.
Hewas arrested inDallas onFriday.
Romero faces one count of aggravated
robbery and one count of evading
arrest.Hewas arrested inPlano on
Tuesday. Both also have immigration
detainers from theU.S.Department
ofHomelandSecurity.

Their arrests are the result of a
joint investigation that involved po-
lice in Plano, Frisco andRichardson
aswell as theU.S.Marshals Service
and Immigration andCustomsEn-
forcement. The investigation is ongo-
ing andmore charges are possible.

ValerieWigglesworth

Womanchargedinfatal
shootingofboyfriend

A26-year-oldwomanwas arrested
after police say she fatally shot her
boyfriendTuesdaymorning.

ZandraTarnesaRushingwas
standing in front of a house in the
1500block of JudyDrivewhen offi-
cers arrived to investigate a report of a
shooting, police said.

She told officers she had shot her
boyfriend andhewas still inside the
house.

JeromeTerrell Knox, 28, died after
being taken to a hospital.Hehad a
gunshotwound to the upper chest,
according to police.

Rushing has been chargedwith
murder and is being held at theCollin
CountyDetentionCenter in lieu of
$50,000bail.

WendyHundley

WYLIE

Unwantedprescription
drugstobecollected

ThePoliceDepartmentwill be
collecting unwanted, unused and
expired prescription drugs from9

a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at the police
station, 2000N. StateHighway 78.

Residents can drop offmedica-
tions for free, no questions asked.
Syringeswill not be accepted.

Formore information, visit wylie
texas.gov.

MeredithShamburger
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Denton County
AREA

Groupplansactivitiesfor
NationalPoetryMonth

April isNational PoetryMonth,
and theDentonPoetsAssemblywill
observe itwith a number of activities.
MemberPatrickLeeMarshall will
participate in a taste and talent event
from6 to 9p.m. Saturday at Byron
NelsonHighSchool inTrophyClub.
Marshall will read poems in the li-
brary. The event benefits the school’s
scholarship program.

“MergingVisions, CollectionsV,” a
poetry and art catalog and exhibit,
pairs poetry by assemblymembers
with visual art by art societymem-
bers. The catalogwill be presented at
a reception at 7 p.m. Thursday in the
MeadowsGallery at the Patterson-
AppletonCenter for theVisual Arts,
400E.Hickory St.

The assemblymeets from10 a.m.
to noon on the third Saturday of the
month at Emily Fowler Central Li-
brary, 502OaklandSt.

Formore information, visit den-
tonpoetsassembly.weebly.com.

LesCockrell,
DentonRecord-Chronicle

DENTON

Councilvotestoexpand
smokingbantoe-cigs

Adeeply dividedCity Council
slogged through several amendments
andproceduralmoves before voting
5-2 to expandDenton’s smoking ban
to e-cigarettes and similar devices.

The ban extends to all bars, with
some getting until the end of 2017 to

comply.
Any bars that have patioswill have

about120days to put an end to indoor
smoking. Barswithout patios have
until the end of 2017 to comply, in
order to give thema chance to rework
their business plans. Those smoking
barswill also have new sign require-
ments until they comply.

The council also reinstated a re-
striction prohibiting smokingwithin
30 feet of an entrance.No onewill be
allowed to use e-cigarettes or similar
devices anywhere smoking is banned.
Norwill vapor shops and other retail-
ers be allowed to sell e-cigarettes and
similar devices tominors.

PeggyHeinkel-Wolfe,
DentonRecord-Chronicle

Policeinvestigatealleged
improperrelationship

Investigations continue into an
alleged improper relationship be-
tween an educator and student,Den-
ton police saidTuesday.

OfficerRyanGrelle, spokesman
for the department, said he can only
confirm thatDentonpolicewere
made aware of allegationsThursday
after a school resource officer spoke to
aDenton ISDemployee.

Grelle saidTuesday he could not
confirm the ages or genders of the
subject of the investigation or the
student named in the investigation.

In addition, he could not confirm
whichDenton ISD school is involved
in the investigation.

According toMario Zavala,Den-
ton ISD spokesman, the educator
involved is a formerDentonHigh

School assistant football coachwho
resigned the sameday thatDenton
police opened their investigation into
an improper relationshipwith a stu-
dent.

DentonRecord-Chronicle

DENTONISD

Principalschosenfor
severaldistrictcampuses

Five peoplewere named to lead
Denton schools at Tuesday’s school
boardmeeting.

The administratorswill complete
their contracts in their current roles
andwill officially start their new jobs
July1. The new leaders announced
Tuesday are: ShaunPerry, Guyer
High School; Lesli Guajardo, Bras-
wellHigh School; RobinBrownell,
PecanCreekElementary School;
RosieOliveira,W.S.RyanElementary
School; andMarcusBourland, dean
at theLaGroneAdvancedTechnology
Complex.

The districtwas not prepared to
name anewprincipal at Providence
Elementary School at Tuesday’s
school boardmeeting but could do so
within the nextmonth.

BritneyTabor,
DentonRecord-Chronicle

HICKORYCREEK

Outdoorfamily-friendly
screeningsetforSaturday

TheHickoryCreekParks and
RecreationBoardwill have a family-
friendlymovie at 8 p.m. Saturday at
SycamoreBendPark.

Night at theMuseum3will be
screened, and the event is open to all
ages. Families should bring seats,
drinks and snacks.

Formore information, call 940-
497-2528.

LesCockrell,
DentonRecord-Chronicle

Oak split by lightning
Al Key/Denton Record-Chronicle

Corinth neighbors Joe Novak (left) and Don Pajda look over a tree in
Pajda’s front yard that was struck by lightning about 11:30 a.m. Tues-
day during a thunderstorm. The post oak was estimated to be about
75 feet tall before it was struck.

It’s wheels up at scooter competition

Photos by BrandonWade/Special Contributor

Below left: Jordan Fisher competed Saturday in the International Scooter Association’s qualifying tourna-
ment at Allen Station Park. The qualifier is one of 20 worldwide tournaments before theWorld Scooter
Championships this summer in Barcelona, Spain. Below right: Sam Bowen goes airborne. Bottom right: Chris
Fisher was flipping out.

For complete community coverage,
visit neighborsgo.com and look for it
in your Friday edition of The Dallas
Morning News.




