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LOW COST VACCINATIONS

COMMUNITY

Wylie Mayor Eric Hogue has been
named president of the governing board
of theTexas School for theDeaf.

Hogue, who is fluent in American
Sign Language, was appointed to the
board by the governor’s office in 2009.

“I am honored to support the deaf
community and look forward to continu-
ingmyworkwith theboard,”Hogue said.

He learned to sign when he was 10 to
befriend his neighbors who were deaf.

He interpreted church services at 12
years old and was a certified interpreter
by 18, accompanying deaf and hearing-
impairedpeople to city councilmeetings,
classes and other functions.

TexasSchool for theDeafprovides ed-
ucational services for deaf and hard-of-
hearing students up to the age of 21. It
opened in 1856, and 584 students are
currently enrolled.

Information provided by Judy Trues-
dell on behalf of the City ofWylie.
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Making good on a pledge to engage the
community inopen,honestandfrequent in-
teraction, Chief Arthur “Trey” Cotten has
scheduled a Coffee with the Chief on Tues-
day and invitesMurphy residents and busi-
ness owners to attend.

“Almost every January, there are new
laws or changes to existing laws that people
might not be aware of, but that affect them
directly or indirectly,” he said. “Coffee with
the Chief is a way to share information, an-
swerquestions andperhapsdispel rumors.”

The inaugural Coffee with the Chief is
from8a.m. to10 a.m. in theMurphyActivi-
ty Center, 205 North Murphy Road. The
event is free and open to the public. In addi-
tiontothechief,othermembersof thePolice
Department will be present to meet resi-

dentsandbusinessowners.
Of particular interest will be the changes

to the open carrying of weapons that went
intoeffectJan.1.Cottenandhisstaffwillpre-
sent an overview of restrictions, as well as
share the process by which area businesses
areable todealwith the consequencesof the
newlaw.

“While opencarrywill be ourmain topic,
we will entertain questions regarding any
lawenforcementmatter,”hesaid.

The inaugural Coffeewith the Chiefmay
be followed by additional opportunities for
casual conversation with police officials de-
pending on the level of participation, aswell
as the importance of information requiring
distribution.

Information provided byCelsoMartinez
onbehalfof thecityofMurphy.
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The Plano ISD Education Foundation
announced recently that Alliance Data, a
provider of loyaltymarketing services head-
quartered inPlano,will support the founda-
tion througha$50,000gift.

The funding contribution will benefit
programs designed to boost educational
achievement for Plano ISD students. The
company will also provide employee volun-
teer support throughout thedistrict.

“The Plano ISD Education Foundation
greatly appreciates Alliance Data and their
commitment to our students and teachers,”
said Education Foundation president Jean
Callison. “With this gift, the foundation is
able to support important initiatives, for
whichtaxpayerdollarsarenotavailable,and
helpPlano ISDsucceed.”

This year’s funding will benefit Plano
FamilyLiteracySchool,Grants toEducators
and a leadership retreat for the college
readiness program AVID, which stands for
Advancement Via Individual Determina-
tion. The gift will also help provide support
forTitle I campuses inPlano ISD.

“Alliance Data believes the key to a

strongcommunity is a strongeducation sys-
tem.Accordingly, supportingPlano schools,
right here in our own backyard, has been a
naturalfit forus,”saidDanaBeckman,direc-
torofcorporateaffairs forAllianceData.

Plano Family Literacy School helps stu-
dents and their parents with literacy skills.
This intergenerational approach to learn-
ing, requiring parent involvement, benefits
children. The program assists 50 families
and200childreneachyear.

The Alliance Data gift will also fund a
February 2016 leadership retreat for 90 stu-
dents who participate in Plano ISD’s AVID
program. AVIDoffers comprehensive,mul-
tiyear support through elective courses en-
couraging students’ successful participation
inadvancedcourses.

Also, Alliance Data’s contribution will
fund additional resources and teacher de-
velopment at Plano ISD’s Title I schools.
Plano ISDhas 25 campuses classified as Ti-
tle I for dense populations of low-income
families whose children struggle academi-
cally.

Information provided by Lesley Range-
StantononbehalfofPlanoISD.
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