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:ylie &ity &ouncil members 
last Zeek conducted a Sublic 
hearing to anne[ a Sortion oI 
3leasant 9alley 5oad, heard a 
SroSosal Ior a senior citi]ens 
aSartment comSle[ and heard oI 
eIIorts to organi]e an adult com-
munity band.

7he council met 7uesday, 
-an. 1�, at &ity +all.

2ther business included 
designating an oIficial neZs-
SaSer Ior Sublication oI legal 
notices and hearing a reSort on 
SroSosed board oI governance 
changes Ior 1orth 7e[as 0u-
niciSal :ater 'istrict.

7he community band is being 
organi]ed by 0ike /iSe, :y-
lie ,ndeSendent School 'istrict 
)ine $rts 'irector, and 'r. 5oss 
*rant oI :ylie.

´2ver the years, tZo or three 
times , have been aSSroached 

about starting a community 
band,µ /iSe said.

+e noted that those reTuests 
Zere Ior him to organi]e and 
manage the band, Zhich he Zas 
reluctant to do, but recently 
*rant volunteered to helS in the 
eIIort.

´0ost maMor cities and sub-
urbs in the 'allas area have an 
active, adult community band,µ 
*rant said. ´:ylie is ready Ior 
its oZn community band.µ

7he band, /iSe e[Slained, 

Zould be made uS oI recent 
:ylie band students and adults 
Zho have maintained an inter-
est in music over the years. +e 
said the band Zould Zelcome 
musicians Zho have continued 
Slaying their instruments to 
those Zho Zould be Sicking uS 
an instrument Ior the first time 
in years.

7he tZo men reSorted that 
they e[Sect the band to hold its 
first rehearsal in )ebruary and 
hold a concert in 0arch. 9enues 

Zill include school auditoriums 
and outdoor locations, and the 
band Zill SerIorm at various 
community events.

´$ :ylie band Zill bring Moy 
to our community,µ /iSe said. 
´7here are all sorts oI oSSortu-
nities Ior us.µ

&ouncil members e[Sressed 
suSSort Ior the endeavor.

'allas &ounty has reTuest-
ed that the cities oI :ylie and 
Sachse anne[ 3leasant 9alley 
5oad, Zhich is designated as 

an orShan road, Ior Iuture im-
Srovements. 7he :ylie Sortion 
oI the road to be anne[ed is 
1.�0� miles.

&ity 3lanning and =oning 
'irector 5enae 2llie reSorted 
that an initial ��00,000 each is 
being sought Irom :ylie and 
Sachse to start the design Shase 
Ior imSrovements, and that 
'allas &ounty Zill contribute 
�1 million to a design that Zill

See SENIOR page 6A
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9eteran banker and longtime 
:ylie &hamber oI &ommerce 
volunteer $nita &ollins steSSed 
into the role oI &hairman this 
month and is busy at Zork 
laying out a Slan oI action Ior 
�01�.

´:e certainly Zant to be an 
advocate Ior every business,µ 
&ollins said. ´2ur board is 
made uS oI very community�
based business SeoSle.µ

7he neZ &hairman moved 
to :ylie Zith her Iamily Zhen 
she Zas in fiIth grade and grad-
uated :ylie +igh School, as 
did husband %ill and their three 
children. %ill is the oZner oI 
:ylie 3roSane &omSany.

´:e are very vested in this 
community,µ &ollins declared.

She took her first Mob in 
the banking industry in 1��1, 
Zorking as a lending assistant 
Ior 7ruett and 5ita Smith at 
)irst State %ank. ,n 1���, she 
Moined )irst 1ational %ank oI 
Sachse and recalled that they 
did a lot oI business Zith :ylie 
customers.

&ollins Zent to Zork at 
$merican 1ational %ank in 
�00�, helSing to oSen the 
Sachse Iacility, and is noZ 
0arket 3resident over the :y-
lie and Sachse branches. $long 
the Zay, she earned a graduate 
degree in banking at Southern 

0ethodist 8niversity.
´, alZays Ieel like being in 

banking and being in the cham-
ber oI commerce is similar be-
cause both are trying to helS 
businesses,µ she said.

*oals Ior the :ylie chamber 
this year are to strengthen :y-
lie city, economic develoSment 
corSoration and school connec-
tions to better helS chamber 
members, and to recogni]e the 
volunteer base that keeSs the 
organi]ation strong.

,n addition, &ollins Zould 
like to recogni]e longtime 
members oI the chamber.

She Soints out that chamber 
volunteers today consist oI a 
neZ generation oI members 
Zho are Sicking uS the civic 
resSonsibilities oI their Sarents 
and grandSarents.

7he :ylie chamber sSonsors 
tZo maMor events each year, the 
aZards banTuet, set Ior $Sril 
1, and a SroIessional rodeo in 
SeStember.

´:e Zant to continue to de-
veloS membershiS and bring 
value to our business custom-
ers,µ the &hairman said.

-oining &ollins as members 
oI the chamber board oI direc-
tors are ,mmediate 3ast &hair-
Serson oI the %oard 0elissa 
+eller , 5odney 1emer,   'er-
ek 'raSer, 'on 3ool, 5obert 
'ia], .evin SteZart, 'eborah 
0atern, -an $rrant, 'r. %eth 
$nderson, 0att 0orton and 
SteShen 3erkins.
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$ Iormer :ylie couSle, Shannon and 
7erra 0athers, is Sutting a neZ tZist on 
the $merican 'ream by building their 
oZn house, out oI metal shiSSing con-
tainers.

7he house is located on �0 acres oI land 
near %lue 5idge they bought in �01�. 7he 
overriding goal oI their SroMect is to live 
debt Iree so that they Zill be able to travel 
and enMoy liIe to its Iullest.

´:e Zant to get aZay Irom the bank,µ 
Shannon said. ´:e are building on cash 
floZ.µ

%y that, he means that they are build-
ing their house as money is available in-
stead oI taking out a bank loan. %uilding 
on cash floZ means they have to careIully 
budget and Srioriti]e e[Senses.

´:e have a goal in mind, but some-

times it gets Irustrating,µ 7erra said.
7he couSle and their tZo youngest chil-

dren, 1��year�old *arrett and 1��year�old 
.ylie, moved Irom a �,�00 sTuare Ioot 
home Zith a sZimming Sool in :ylie to 
a ��0 sTuare Ioot home in the country 
Zhile construction is underZay on the 
shiSSing container house oI about 1,�00 
sTuare Ieet. 7heir oldest children, 7yler, 
��, and &ollin, �1, are both :ylie +igh 
School graduates and live on their oZn.

7heir current abode is a shiSSing con-
tainer Zith a built�on sSace, Zith the 
shoZer and toilet located in a recreational 
vehicle Sarked nearby. :hen the Iamily 
first moved to the country, they did not 
have Zater or electricity. 8ntil they got 
utilities, they utili]ed solar SoZer and a 
generator, and hauled Zater to the site in 
a ��0�gallon tank.

,nstead oI vieZing the someZhat Srim-
itive living conditions as a hardshiS, the 
couSle Sointed out that they saved money 

that could go into the home SroMect.
7he house consists oI Iour intermo-

dal shiSSing containers³they are �0 Ieet 
long, �.� Ieet tall and eight Ieet Zide��
that Zere set uS by crane on 1� concrete 
Siers and that have been Moined together 
to make a single structure. :indoZs Zill 
be cut into the metal Zalls, doorZays 
added and interior Sartitions built to

See NEW page 6A

Pleasant Valley Road annexation sought
Wylie, Sachse would have to contribute to construction, design costs of road

Chamber chairman 
charting courseA sustainable dream home

Couple building family home
out of shipping containers

From Staff Reports
news@wylienews.com

:ylie 0ayor (ric +ogue re-
cently acceSted a neZ resSonsi-
bility Zhen he Zas named Sresi-
dent oI the 7e[as School Ior the 
'eaI governing board.

+ogue Zas aSSointed to the 

School Ior the 'eaI board by 
the governor·s oIfice in �00�, 
Sartly due to his being fluent in 
$merican Sign /anguage.

´, am honored to suSSort the 
deaI community and look Ior-
Zard to continuing my Zork 
Zith the board,µ +ogue said.

+e learned hoZ to sign at the 

age oI 10 so that he could be-
Iriend and communicate Zith 
some deaI neighbors, began 
interSreting church services 
at age 1� and Zas a certified 
interSreter by 1�, accomSany-
ing deaI and hearing�imSaired 
SeoSle to city council meetings, 
college classes and other Iunc-

tions.
7e[as School Ior the 'eaI, 

located in $ustin, is established 
as a state agency to Srovide ed-
ucational services Ior deaI and 
hard�oI�hearing students uS to 
the age oI �1. ,t oSened in 1��� 
and has an enrollment oI ��� 
students.

School Ior the 'eaI board aSSoints +ogue 

7he filing Seriod oSens :ednes-
day, -an. �0, Ior sSring elections to 
several area city and school district 
Sosts.

&andidates have through )eb. 1� 
to sign uS Ior the Mobs to be decided 
in 0ay � elections.

7Zo Sositions on the :ylie &ity 
&ouncil must be filled this sSring, 
those held by 0ayor pro tem .eith 
SteShens, 3lace 1, and by 7odd :in-
tters in 3lace �. &ity council mem-
bers are elected at�large by Sosition 
and serve terms oI three years.

Filings open for spring elections

Joe Reavis/The Wylie News
Shannon and Terra Mathers are 
working on building their dream 
home out of shipping containers.

7his is the last Zeek the �0th 
annual %est oI :ylie ballots 
Zill be in the SaSer. 

%allots are due no later than 
-an ��. ([tra coSies oI The Wy-
lie News can be Surchased at 
our oIfice at 110 1. %allard in 
:ylie or any neZsrack. 

<ou may also submit a 
doZnloaded ballot Irom your 
e�(dition. SimSly go to the 

e�(dition on our Zebsite and 
select ¶SubscriStion·. <ou can 
access the current and Sast 
editions oI the neZsSaSer.

%allots can be mailed to 3.2. 
%o[ ���, :ylie, 7; ��0�� or 
brought by our oIfice. 0ailed 
entries must be Sostmarked by 
-an. ��. 

:inners Zill be announced 
in )ebruary.

Joe Reavis/The Wylie News
Architectural elements such as rounded windows take ordinary shipping 
containers and turn them into a home.

Joe Reavis/The Wylie News 
Anita Collins stepped in as the 2016 chamber chairman.

Last week for ‘Best of’ ballots
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