AMV How-To Guide

Want to try your hand at making a video for our AMV Contest, but don’t know how? Check out these links to get started.

Create & Edit

Best Free Video Editing Apps from Digital Trends
http://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/best-free-video-editing-apps/

Suggestions for free editing software for both PC and Mac. Capabilities aren’t usually complex or advanced, but
creativity doesn’t need fancy features.

Best Video Editing Software for Enthusiasts from PC Magazine
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2397215,00.asp

All the suggestions here must be purchased, but are suggested for those who want intermediate and some advanced
editing tools either absent in free software or often found only in higher-priced professional-grade programs.

Tips

AnimeMusicVideo.orgs Guides

http://www.animemusicvideos.org/guides/

Large community devoted to AMVs has its own page of guides (naturally) with information on tech aspects as well as
how to plan a masterpiece.

How-To Video from FingersofNeptune686

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JnNfZ62hmE

If you want or already have Final Cut Pro, the technical points will also be helpful, but mainly this is a good how-to from
a planning/creative standpoint.

Other Tips
Basic things that apply to any kind of project like this. Repeats some things from the links above. Or if you want quick
tips.

Know the show!

Doesn’t matter what kind of AMV you’re making, you should already be very, very familiar with the story, where the
scenes fall, etc. Unfamiliarity shows in your work. Plus, you tend to be more enthusiastic about building a project from
something you already know well.

Know the music!
If a song runs through your head and reminds you of a show or game or a specific character, 1) it's made an emotional
impact and 2) it’s worth exploring as a possible soundtrack for a video. If it created an impact on you, it will likely do so
for the audience.

Plan!

Do you want a more thematic/concept art video, or to tell a narrative story? What scenes will make the best impact?
Whether it’s called an outlining, scripting or storyboarding, planning out what each step in the video should like like and
do helps you see where they may be weaknesses or poor logic.

Check out last year’s winning video!: https://goo.gl/2LYsSM




