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Those of uswho live andwork in
Wyliewere not surprisedwhen
Moneymagazine namedWylie the

25th best place to live in the country in
2015.Ourmore than45,000 citizens have
embraced theWylie difference, andmore
andmore are discovering every daywhat
sets us apart fromother cities.

Wekicked off 2015with threemajor
corporate businesses openingnew loca-
tions in the city—always a goodway to
start the new year. It is important thatwe
continue towork toward finding retail
shopping anddining options for our citi-
zens, as our community continues to grow.
Currently,Wylie has12 newneighbor-
hoods under somephase of construction.

In the early spring,we attended our
secondWylieDay at the StateCapitol in
Austin andmetwith officials fromaround
the state. It is vital that our legislators
knowaboutWylie and the benefits it
brings to not onlyNorthTexas, but the
entire nation. For example, did you know
that one of our local businesses, Savage
PrecisionFabrication, creates the parts
that LockheedMartin uses to build the

next generationF-35 fighter jet?
Wealso had anumber of great family-

friendly events, including the annual
Wylie 500Pedal CarRace,with 2- to-5-
year-olds racing 500 inches downBallard
Avenue;Bluegrass onBallard,withmore
than6,000 in attendance; andBooOn
Ballard,withmore than 5,000 trick-or-
treaters.

Wealso hostedTexas’ first-evermagic
festival, TheMagic ofWylie, in conjunc-
tionwithBooonBallard. Theweek in-
cluded aparlormagic performance in the
BrownHouse, a séance and streetmagi-
cians. It culminated in a gala featuring
seven illusion acts. Itwas aweek ofmagic
andwonder for our citizens of all ages.

Our community-built PirateCove
Playground turned10 years old in 2015

and continues to be awonderful place for
our families to enjoy, thanks to themany
volunteerswhokeep the playground in
great condition.While other communi-
ties’ playgroundshave fallen into disrepair
andhave been removed, ours looks as
good as the day itwas built.

We ended the yearwith a record-set-
ting turnout for our seventh annualWylie
Arts Festival, held in our historic down-
town.The crowdswere shoulder to shoul-
der as they shopped atmore than120
booths featuringunique, handmade arts
and crafts. The annual Christmas parade
and tree-lighting ceremony followed the
festival, with great floats andhuge crowds.

Aswe reflect on the past year, I encour-
age all of the citizens ofWylie to stop and
consider the outstanding businesses and
all the great eventswehave in our commu-
nity. I hope youwill also consider the
top-notch amenities offered inWylie, like
our newhike andbile trail at ourmunici-
pal complex, howour crime rate has gone
downanother 5 percent over the past year
because of the outstandingwork of our
police department, howour fire depart-

ment carries the coveted ISO-1rating,
how30,000of our 45,000 citizens have
their own library card andhowWylie has
one of the best recreation centers inNorth
Texas.

I invite you to come see us and experi-
ence theWylie difference for yourself.

EricHogue is themayor ofWylie.
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Top-notch amenities make city stand out
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Liam Manshardt, 4, and his brother
Noah, 2, of Wylie posed with their
mother, Sabrina, during warmups at
the annual Pedal Car Race on May 3.
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